
The Problems with Social Media 

 

I truly hope that every parent takes a moment to read this article.  The purpose of this article is 

to make parents aware of some of the problems with social media platforms such as; Face 

Book, Messenger, Texting, etc.  A large percentage of the conflict situations faced at Centralia 

Middle School are related to toxic conversations on a social media platform, Face Book being 

the main source.  The important thing that needs to be understood is how easy it is to call 

people names, insult them, and threaten them, when you do not have to look at them.  All 

visual emotion is removed.  One cannot see the hurt, the anger, the pain, or any emotional 

response when communicating in this manner. Often times these conversations lead to hurt 

feelings and anger that spill over into the school system.  At CMS the only time this becomes a 

discipline issue is when it does spill over into the school environment and interferes with the 

safe learning environment we strive to maintain.  Informing parents of concerns we see is an 

important part of the teaching and learning process at CMS.  We welcome the opportunity to 

partner with parents in making sure students are safe at school as well as at home. 

 

In addition to the emotional factors involved with social media one needs to beware of the 

fact that hundreds of other people can see the conversations that students have with one 

another.  Those who are your friends, as well as the friends of your friends can see 

conversations about drugs and alcohol, or other at-risk behaviors.   By reading what you post, 

others can draw conclusions about the kind of person they believe/perceive you are.  Students 

commonly post their age, dating status, and other information that indentifies who they are, 

where they live, and their favorite activities.  Some of the information they post is not true.  

They often exaggerate their age, their level of education, and other items to act like they are 

older.  Students will often operate multiple Face Book pages in an attempt to keep parents 

from checking up on them.  It is important to understand that students are at risk of being 

taken advantage of by people with bad intents. 

 

Listed below are some important things to remember. 

1. You are what you post. If you write about a night full of drinking or other 

behaviors, your online reputation could be tarnished. Remember that perceptions 

are based on what people read or see that you do and say. Also know that 

employers are watching. According to a 2009 survey conducted by Microsoft, 

79% of hiring managers and job recruiters in the United States review online 

information about perspective employees, and 70% of those surveyed said 

they’ve actually rejected applicants based on their findings.  This includes You 

Tube. 

2. You are what your friends post. If a friend talks about drinking and drugging 

24/7, or posts inappropriate remarks on your wall, consider removing them from 

your friend list in order to avoid looking guilty by association. 



3. Bad people may view your profile. Always keep personal information like your 

birthdate, social security number, address, phone number, dating status, etc. off 

your profile. 

4. Facebook apps can put your privacy at risk. Be cautious when using Facebook 

applications because many insist that you give them access to your entire profile 

and wall postings. They could share your information with other people and put 

your privacy (and your friends’ privacy) at further risk. 

5. Facebook ads could contain malware. Clicking on an advertisement may lead to 

a virus. Dangerous ads can sometimes get through, putting you at risk as well as 

your computer. 

6. Your profile is viewed by many people. Unless you’ve changed your privacy 

settings, a lot of people can view your profile. 

7. Your photos identify you. People can easily identify you from your photograph. 

Think twice when posting personal photos. 

8. Revealing your location may put you at risk. Divulging your whereabouts, even 

just within your status, could make you vulnerable for an in-person 

confrontation, a home robbery, or put you at risk for cyber stalking.  People 

have posted they are going on vacation, thereby alerting thieves that they will 

not be home. 

Please be an active part in monitoring what your child does on their phone, iPod, the 

computer, etc.  That extra bit of effort can make a big difference in assuring that your 

child is safe.  At CMS we are happy to help in any way to make sure your child is safe 

and secure from cyber bullying at school.  If you have any questions please feel free to 

contact us at 360-330-7619. 

 


